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and possesses a large number of disciples. Once a year he visits his flock in Travancore, and is highly respected by them, as also by the Maharaja, who makes a donation of money to him. Elders are appointed to decide social disputes, and manage the common property of the caste. In Travancore there are said to be only three families of Patnulkaran priests. For the higher ceremonies, Brahman priests are employed.
" A crirl's marriage is .usually celebrated before puberty, and sometimes when she is a mere child of four or five. Great importance is attached to gotras or exogamous septs, and it is said that the septs of the bride and bridegroom are conspicuously inscribed on the walls of a marriage house. In the selection of an auspicious hour (muhurtam) for a marriage, two favourable planetary situations, one closely following the other, are necessary ; and, as such occasions are rare, a number of marriages take place at one time. A man may claim his maternal uncle's daughter as his wife, and polygamy is permitted. The marriage ceremonial resembles the Brahmanical rites in many points. On the fourth day, a ceremonial observed by Telugu Brah-mans, called Nagabali, is performed. The marriage badge, which is tied on the bride's neck, is called bottu. [From a note on the marriage ceremonies among the Patnulkarans of Madura, I gather that, as among Telug-u and Canarese castes, a number of pots are arranged, and worshipped. These pots are smaller and fewer in number than at a Telugu or Canarese wedding. A figure of a car is drawn on the wall of the house with red earth or laterite.* On it the name of the ?6tra
o
of the bridegroom is written.    On the fourth day, the
* A reddish geological formation, found all over Southern India.